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SENATE JO NT MEMORI AL 8032

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2008 Regul ar Sessi on
By Senator Morton

Read first time 02/06/08. Referred to Committee on Governnent
Operations & El ections.

TO THE HONORABLE GECRGE W BUSH, PRESIDENT OF THE UNI TED STATES,
AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF THE
UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in |legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as follows:

VWHEREAS, The citizens of Washington believe in the right to vote
and that in a denocracy there is nothing nore fundanental than the
right to vote; and

VWHEREAS, In the interest of bolstering the electoral process, the
vot e- by-mai | process should be as conveni ent as possible; and

VWHEREAS, Voting by mail increasingly requires nore than one stanp
when returning a ballot, unbeknownst to voters, resulting in ballots
being returned as a result of insufficient postage, which is contrary
to the fundanental right to vote; and

VWHEREAS, Providi ng postage prepaid return envel opes wth vote-by-
mail ballots wll ensure that the fundanental right to vote is
protected, and will encourage voter participation; and

p. 1 SIJM 8032



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e = e e e
N oo o0 A WOWN RO

WHEREAS, Requiring voters to provide their own postage return for
vote-by-mail ballots nmay be considered a poll-tax; and

WHEREAS, Postage on mailings that are transported through the
United States Postal Service falls within the federal purview, and the
United States Postal Service is equipped wth the nmeans to provide
prepai d postage return envelopes to the Washington Secretary of State
for distribution with vote-by-mail ballots;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
federal governnent be required to share in the costs of postage
associated with the return of vote-by-mail ballots, for those costs not
currently covered by the federal governnent, such that the return of
vote-by-mai|l ballots shall be at no cost to the voter.

BE IT RESOLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable George W Bush, President of the United
States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and each nenber of Congress fromthe State of
Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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